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INTRODUCTION
Land relief is one of the main elements of geoecosystems, which is
studied to identify its origins and present transformations caused
by natural as well as anthropogenic processes. Geographers from
Łódź University have been engaged in topographical research in
Poland and in the world since its establishment in 1945. The Łódź
region, which was outside the main sphere of interest of pre-war
academic centres in Warsaw and Poznań, has become a major field
of study. The main object of geographical and geomorphological research has been to explore the geological composition and origins of
the region’s topography. The research work has resulted in preparation of a geological map of Poland in the scale of 1:300 000 and geological maps of Poland in the scale of 1:50 000, as well as a number
of monographs and papers explaining the evolution of the terrain
of Central Poland. Among the research subjects was the Cretaceous
Łódź basin, which forms a reservoir of groundwater for a large city.
In the course of nearly 70 years, the research directions and
methods as well as concepts and hypotheses were changing. Łódź
geographers have studied a variety of issues in many research areas, such as periglacial morphogenesis, glacial elements of the relief,
paleogeography of the Quaternary period, polygenetic relief, and
formation of river valleys, dunes and peat bogs. The most recent
research interests include anthropogenic environmental transformations in the Holocene. Research in this area is conducted in
cooperation with archeologists.
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Introduction

Łódź University geographical departments have always been
engaged in interdisciplinary projects, and today geomorphologists
are working in interdisciplinary groups on current research problems. This volume highlights the evolution of views on the origins of
the topography of Central Poland and the applications of the latest
geographic information technologies.
Elżbieta Kobojek and Tadeusz Marszał

