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INTRODUCTION

Geographical research concerned with spatial aspects of social 
development covers a broad range of topics. Besides the study of 
matters relating to population and socio-demograpic structures, 
geographers investigate questions connected, among others, with 
conditions of living, work and recreation, housing, social relations, 
and human capital.

In Poland, as in other post-communist countries, for several dec-
ades after World War II social geography remained in the shadow of 
economic geography as a result of half-a-century ideological hierar-
chisation of all areas of human activity. The changes which took place 
in Poland after 1990 enabled greater activity including academic re-
search in many areas of formerly neglected spatial studies.

The Faculty of Geography of Łódź University undertook efforts 
to develop research concerning social issues already in the 1980s. 
Apart from analyses of the distribution and socio-demographic 
structures of the population, relating mainly to the Łódź region and 
its towns and cities, there was an increasing number of publications 
dealing with the quality of life in urban settlements, geography of 
culture, national and religious minorities, social determinants of 
economic growth and spatial development, and social functions of 
tourism and recreation. This trend in academic study is reflected in 
the institutional structure of the Faculty of Geographical Sciences in 
references to social issues in the names of the organisational units 
and the specialist subjects thought at the Faculty.



8 Introduction

This volume contains five contributions, which do not provide 
a comprehensive presentation of the work of Łódź University geo-
graphers in the field of social organisation of space but highlight 
a few research areas important for the development of contempo-
rary Poland.

Tadeusz Marszał, the editor
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