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INTRODUCTION

The themes of economy and spatial development have been present 
in Łódź University geographical research for nearly seven decades, 
but there have been some changes in the scope and directions of 
study. In the 1960s and 1970s the main focus was on the distribu-
tion, location and spatial structure of manufacturing activity, espe-
cially the textile industry, which was then vital for the Łódź region. 
Today this question is given less attention.

A research area that has always been in actively pursued by 
Łódź University geographers is urban geography. Initially, research 
was mainly focused on large cities and resulted in numerous publi-
cations, including a series of works by Ludwik Straszewicz, the lead-
er of studies in human geography, devoted, among others, to major 
European capital cities. In the last two decades the focus of interest 
in this sub-discipline of geography has shifted to questions relating 
to metropolisation.

Local development and the role of small urban settlements in 
organisation of the surrounding space is another topic that has re-
ceived much attention. Łódź’s location in the space of Poland has 
largely determined the geographical extent of the research, which 
has mainly concentrated on the area of Central Poland. Analyses of 
urban space concern both its functional structure and development. 
Spatial development has also been examined from the historical 
perspective, including the impact of cultural heritage on the shape 
of contemporary space. Relatively much attention has been devoted 
to tourist space organisation.



8 Introduction

This volume contains five contributions, which do not aim to 
provide a comprehensive presentation of the work of Łódź Univer-
sity geographers in the field of spatial development but highlight 
several research areas important in the development of contempo-
rary Poland.

Tadeusz Marszał, the editor
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